Early Years
Prospectus

Our Vision:

These provide the foundations for learning,
ensuring that each girl is happy and
secure in her environment, makes positive
relationships, good choices and is able and
willing to express her feelings.

At Northwood College for Girls (NWC) we are
committed to giving your daughter a happy,
positive and rewarding experience each day.
We offer a safe, stimulating and nurturing
environment in which your daughter can
find the confidence to be herself, to express
herself and to learn.

The girls develop their gross motor skills
through structured PE sessions and are
given the freedom to explore outside in our
new, exciting and challenging play areas. Our
classrooms open seamlessly on to outdoor
learning spaces equipped with purposeful
play opportunities, linked to the curriculum.
We extend and enrich the standard
curriculum, offering ballet, swimming, yoga
(Nursery) and Spanish lessons each week.

We believe that your daughter deserves
the very best start to her school life, and
recognise that for you, choosing the right
school is a huge decision.

The Environment:

Welcome to Bluebelle House, home of our
Nursery and Reception classes. A place
where the magic of early years happens, as
our highly experienced Early Years’ teachers
take your daughter on a learning journey.

The Curriculum:

At NWC we are passionate about providing
a curriculum where your daughter receives
personalised care and attention to ensure
that she maximises her potential and
develops a lifelong love of learning.
In both Nursery and Reception, we follow the
Early Years’ Foundation Stage Curriculum,
focusing on:
• Personal, Social and Emotional 		
Development
• Physical Development
• Communication and Language

Literacy:

In Bluebelle House we follow the Phonics
programme Letters and Sounds. We move
beyond the national expectations in
Reception, allowing girls to learn the skills
necessary for fluent reading and writing.
Our aim is to develop independent learners,
who enjoy reading and who are able to
communicate their ideas through stories,
recounts, letters and lists.

Maths:

We follow the rigorous White Rose Maths
scheme, focussing on practical activities to
embed learning and to ensure understanding
of mathematical concepts. We develop
confident learners who understand and can
apply mathematical language and problemsolving techniques in their daily lives.
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Understanding the World:

We have our own Forest School where girls
are encouraged to take risks, set their own
challenges and work as part of a group or
team. We share stories and songs at Base
Camp, set off on a bear hunt, search for
mini-beasts and create woodland art. We
bring this learning back to the classroom
where the girls naturally want to record
their experiences, to write their own stories
or to produce their own maps.
We use ICT across the curriculum, using a
range of tech devices. The girls use iPads,
logging on with a class QR code and learning
to use different apps, before selecting how
to record their own ideas and storing work
in their own electronic personal portfolios.

Expressive Arts and Design:

Music lessons take place in our purposebuilt Performing Arts Centre. The girls are
taught by subject specialist Music teachers
who deliver a broad curriculum. The Music
team support each Early Years’ performance,
including the Harvest Assembly, Christmas
production and jubilant end-of-year
Celebration Assembly.

Pastoral Education:

Pastoral education at NWC underpins
everything that we do. It is what enables
the success, happiness and personal
development of our girls, ensuring they
flourish academically and socially. Our
pastoral education is purposeful and
proactive; we equip our girls with the tools
to navigate their way through childhood.

Using our Junior School Habits (see right),
we coach and guide our girls to aim high,
show resilience and take risks, and to find
solutions for themselves.

Junior School Habits

Our Positive Programme, deployed from
Nursery all the way to Year 13, is designed
to promote the psychological wellbeing of
each girl and to help them deal with life’s
challenges, setbacks and worries.
In Early Years we teach techniques to
promote positive thoughts. We plot our
moods on an Emotional Barometer, with the
aim of recognising and normalising feelings,
to identify patterns and to think of ways
to change our mood and to become more
positive.

Part of the Wider School
Community:

When your daughter starts at NWC, she
becomes part of a wider school community:
attending
assemblies,
visiting
the
Centenary Library, taking on new roles and
responsibilities and performing to parents,
visitors and the Junior School. We visit our
own Bluebelle House Library, are presented
with certificates in assembly and collect
rewards on our class Star Charts.
Girls are encouraged to become independent
learners and take responsibility for their
own learning. They develop an appreciation
and awareness of the importance of exams
and they always aim high, realising the
wealth of opportunities available to them as
they move through the school.
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GDST:

Our school community extends into a
network of schools across the country, run
by the Girls’ Day School Trust. The Trust
is committed to the values of girls-only
education. We share their philosophy of ‘girls
first’, putting your daughter at the heart of
everything we do. In practical terms, being
part of the Trust opens a world of exciting
possibilities for your daughter: from Maths
days at Oxford Univerisity, Shakespeare
workshops and Sport to, ultimately, inclusion
in a networking community providing tailormade employment advice as the girls
approach university and the world of work.

Wrap Around Care:

The Early Years’ school day starts with 08:15
drop–off at the classroom door and ends at
15:00 (Nursery) and at 15:30 (Reception).
Super Clubs run the wrap around care
provision at NWC, offering breakfast
Club from 07:30 – 08:30 and After School
Club from 15:00 – 18:00. They provide
fun, convenient and affordable childcare
throughout term time.

Parent Partnership:

Parent partnership is fundamental to our
outlook as a school, and helps build that
warm sense of community which is the
hallmark of NWC.
We operate an open-door policy in Bluebelle
House and always find time for parents.
We keep them informed about life in Early

Years through weekly overviews, detailing
themes, lessons, events ansd activities
for the week ahead. We also send home
observations and photographs of the girls at
work each fortnight.
Your daughter’s progress will be discussed
at our regular Parent Consultation evenings
and you will receive two written reports per
year.

Comments from Current Parents:

“The girls are so happy: they are learning
and developing (socially and academically)
and their emotional and physical welfare is
so well looked after at Northwood College
which is so important for us.”
“We can see every day how they are
developing into kind, well - rounded
individuals, who show resilience and
independence at such a young age.”
“Our daughter looks forward to the end
of the holidays so that she can return to
school!”
“I continue to be completely floored by the
wonderful progress our daughter has made
... all thanks to her wonderful teachers.”
“Every aspect of the girls’ education is more
than any parent could ask for of a school.”
“We are blown away by our daughter’s
academic progress, she is learning every
day and really enjoying her learning, which
is fantastic to see.”

At Northwood College for Girls
• we believe that strength of character is as important as
academic success
• we act with compassion and integrity
• we ignite intellectual curiosity
• we understand that success and purpose stem from
feeling valued and creating impact
• we recognise our global responsibility
• we challenge ourselves and build resilience
• we embrace innovation
• we foster joy

Website: northwoodcollege.gdst.net
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