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Message from Ms Jill Ferguson, 

Deputy Head (Pastoral Development & Well-being)

From Nursery to Year 13, celebrating diversity and the contributions people with different heritage have made
to society, science, politics and the creative arts and literature, plays an integral part in our holistic approach to
education at NWC. Our pupils, explore on all levels, the positive impact Britons from different cultural
backgrounds and heritage have had on the evolution of our country through change and development across
many fields. From the teaching about particularly influential Black individuals, pivotal moments in history and
eminent Black professionals in their fields, the girls enjoy studying and exploring a range of topics. The rich
curriculum and extra-curricular activities and pupil-led groups serve to widen the girls understanding of the
impact of slavery on Black people in Britain and across the world and the resulting residual effects. In the
Senior school, our pupil-led BLM group explores, examines and discusses the impact of racial bias and racial
inequality in its different forms to highlight to our girls the importance of fairness, the importance of speaking
out against prejudice and the need to strive for racial and gender equality. We pride ourselves on our vibrant
community: interesting and interested in others, we foster compassion, joy and kindness.



     Textiles                                        History                                    Languages

Black History Month Competitions

Textiles ran a 'Fashion Design inspired
by African culture' competition.

History ran a Black History Essay
competition.

Languages ran a competition asking
the girls to design a creative project
about an important historical black

person in a Spanish speaking country.



Art

Year 12 - Jada’s theme is about identity and she is looking at the work by
black artist’s Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, Kehinde Whiley’s and Sonia Boyce
for inspiration. 

 Year 9 – We have briefly studied the Pop Art work of Black artist Jean
Michel Basquiat & various black street artists. 

Year 8 – In Spring term the girls will be studying the architecture of Islam
and African cultures as well as others



Art
Year 7 – We will be making masks inspired by African masks as well
as others. We are creating a Black Artists poster to be displayed in
the Art rooms. 

In Year 7-9 Art club we have launched ‘Inktober’ this month and
students creating work around the theme of Halloween by various
artists including black artists. We are also looking at Day of the Dead
artwork celebrated by afro Mexicans etc.  

We have added Art history Time lines to all Year 7-9 sketchbooks
which mentions art from Africa / Islamic Art/ Egyptian art  



English

Centenary Library - Our librarians put on a fantastic Black history display, with recommendations on
books by black authors



BAME Reading List - The English department created an extensive list of BAME Year 7-9
books which was distributed to all girls. Longer-term they have plans to create a longer
list to share with the rest of GDST schools.

Children of blood and bone
By Tomi Adeyemi

Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. When different clans ruled –

Burners igniting flames, Tiders beckoning waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoning forth

souls. But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king,

anyone with powers was targeted and killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people

without hope. Only a few people remain with the power to use magic, and they must remain

hidden. Zélie is one such person. Now she has a chance to bring back magic to her people and

strike against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must learn to harness her

powers and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good. Danger

lurks in Orïsha, where strange creatures prowl, and vengeful spirits wait in the waters. Yet the

greatest danger may be Zélie herself as she struggles to come to terms with the strength of her

magic – and her growing feelings for an enemy.

Boy  87
By Ele Fountain

Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend home from school.

But one day, soldiers with guns come to his door - and he knows that he is no longer safe. Shif is

forced to leave his mother and little sister, and embark on a dangerous journey; a journey

through imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange voices, and a perilous crossing by

land and sea. He will encounter cruelty and kindness; he will become separated from the

people he loves. Boy 87 is a gripping, uplifting tale of one boy's struggle for survival; it echoes the

story of young people all over the world today.



Somebody Give This Heart a Pen
By Sophia Thakur

From acclaimed performance poet Sophia Thakur comes a powerful first collection of poems

exploring issues of identity, difference, faith, relationships, fear, loss and joy. Intricate, evocative

and dazzling – these are poems that explore the experiences that connect people; they

encourage readers to look within and explore the tendencies of the heart.

‘Oh My Gods’
by Alexandra Sheppard

Life as a half-mortal teenager should be epic. But, for Helen Thomas, it's tragic. She's just

moved in with her dorky dad and self-absorbed older siblings - who happen to be the ancient

Greek gods, living incognito in London! Between keeping her family's true identities secret,

trying to impress her new friends, and meeting an actually cute boy, Helen's stress levels are

higher than Mount Olympus. She needs to rein in her chaotic family before they blow their

cover AND her chances at a half-normal social life.

The Wheel of Surya
By Jamila Gavin

India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village as civil war rages in the Punjab,

Marvinder and Jaspal are separated from their mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already saved her

brother's life once, but now they both face a daily fight for survival. Together they escape

across India and nearly halfway around the world to England, to find a father they hardly

know in a new, hostile culture… A powerful story of culture, class, family and faith set against

the backdrop of Indian independence and the Partition of India and Pakistan.

Perfect for fans of The Bone Sparrow, Morris Gleitzman’s Once, and Katherine Rundell’s The

Wolf Wilder



 3 BAME literary extracts per year group have been prepped and integrated into teaching
The A-Level Girls have been working on an extract of Girl, Woman, Other for their prose unseen task
The Year 11 GCSE A Level sample lesson after half-term will be based on Wide Sargasso Sea, which is
a post-colonial reworking of Jane Eyre

Lessons:

Year 7-9 Example Lesson Work

Read the extract about Michelle. 
Does anything from her childhood resonate with you? Why? Share with your partner.
Why did Michelle not want to date Barack at the start? What does this reveal about her?
What new thing about the former First Lady have you learnt today?

Example Questions:



Year 10-11 Example Lesson Work

How do the words of the Black Flamingo make you
feel? Why?
Although ‘The Black Flamingo’ was published in 2019,
how might the words of the black flamingo relate to
the information below?

Example Questions:

The reproduction of enslaved people in the United States
was the practice in slave states of the United States of

slave owners to systematically force the reproduction of
enslaved people to increase their profits. It included
coerced sexual relations between enslaved men and
women, forced pregnancies of enslaved people, and

favoring women who could produce a relatively large
number of children. The objective was to increase the

number of enslaved people without incurring the cost of
purchase, and to fill labour shortages caused by the

termination of the Atlantic slave trade.



In Geography the Year 8s have been looking at the UK as a diverse country, including the cultural, ethnic and
religious characteristics of our population. Celebrations of diversity through cultural events e.g. Notting Hill
Carnival, music and food. The Windrush generation and the migration pattern of the 1950s, 60s and 70s.

Geography

Languages
Year 7s have created Black History posters in French celebrating the work of prolific Black men and women

Music

Blues in Year 8 Music     
African music and samba Music in Year 9 

This month the topics Music are covering are:



Message from Mrs Ashmi Morjaria, 

Junior School Deputy Head (Academic)

In the Junior School, one of our key components of the curriculum is the Past-Present-Future link. Our Black
History Month work has enabled our girls to understand this component more deeply. They have looked at
hidden figures from the past like Katherine Johnson, seen the impact that they have made on present day
heroes like astronaut Mae C Jeminson and then started to discuss what this might mean for the future. 
 
I have been blown away by 6 year old girls eloquently discussing the battles faced by Mary Seacole and 8 year
olds talking about the Windrush Generation.  Our year 6 girls were so moved by the story of Stephen Lawrence;
they spoke to me about supporting the foundation and we have now raised £460.
 
The girls in the Junior School have demonstrated that they are unafraid to ask questions, unafraid to challenge
social norms and unafraid to be change makers. They are already making meaningful change and I am
confident that they will continue to make the world a better place.
 
It has been a really special month and one that we look forward to building on throughout the year.



The Nursery girls have been reading Handa's Surprise, a modern classic named one of the best culturally
diverse picture books in the UK. Handa, who's part of the Luo tribe in south-west Kenya decides to take
seven pieces of delicious fruit to her friend, Akeyo, who lives in the neighbouring village. But as Handa
wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo will like best?, a series of sneaky animals steal something from
Handa's basket, which she's carrying on her head... When Handa reaches Akeyo, will she have anything
left to offer her friend? The Nursery girls have loved following Handa's journey and indentifying her fruit
in order to learn about their primary senses.

Nursery

Early Years



Reception

The Reception girls have been discussing the key issues in Clean up! Rocket goes to visit her
grandparents at the beach only to realise it has been polluted by plastic. This is a diverse, heartwarming,
timely and empowering picture book, showing how we ALL can make a difference. The girls deepened
their understanding of these key issues by sorting out rubbish in class, discussing the effect on wild life
and creating ‘Clean up’ posters.







The Junior School girls got to experience a powerful virtual assembly from executive head teacher Miss
Easmon-Johnson, who talked about her journey, life , challenges and how to positively move
on. This talk was very inspirational and has inspired our girls to smash glass ceilings. Thank you to Miss
Easmon-Johnson and everyone involved who made this assembly possible.

Black History Month Assembly

Junior School 



Year 1 girls have been looking at past and present prominent black figures. They focused on the work of
Lewis Hamilton and Bessie Coleman, the first African-American to hold a pilot license.

Year 1



Have been working on the work of Mary Seacole and the remedies she used. The children are going
home to source a safe herbal remedy and return it in a small gauze bag. It is also good for past, present,
future as we have suggested they look to their elders for these traditional remedies that we still use
today! They presented their herbs in speaking and listening.

Year 2



Year 3 have looked at Marie Maynard Daly, the first black woman to receive a PhD in Chemistry. The girls
deisgned their own posters to explain why her work is fundamental to how we live now.

Year 3



Year 5

Year 5 are studying the ‘hidden figures’ of Katherine Johnson and Mary Jackson and their rise to
prominence at NASA. They have all written an ‘essay’ comparing Katherine Johnson to a ‘hero’.
In science the girls are doing a black scientists quiz where girls match up scientists with who they are
and what they do.

Year 4

Year 4 girls learnt about the Windrush Generation and produced their own Windrush Poems. See an
example of their creative work below



The girls had to research information on one of the first black soldiers to become an officer in WW1 –
Walter Tull.

Year 6






